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may be found in the disgust the sordid, grasping temper of old
Felix had excited. The dissensions between the management
and the exacting Jew had engendered a bitterness of which
the daughter was made to feel the effects. Though it may be
urged that as a minor she was not to blame for the venality
of her parents, after years proved that when free to follow the
dictates of her own will she was no'degenerate daughter of
Israel, and quite as ready as her fair ancestress and prototype
to possess herself of the gods of silver and of gold at the ex-
pense of honesty and justice.
Notwithstanding the urgings of her partisans and the clam-
orous complaints of the press, the actress followed the judicious
advice of the enlightened guide she had chosen. She wisely
abstained from undertaking the creation of new roles. To give
life to the idea of an author, to open a path on ground where
no foot had preceded hers, to venture on the unknown with-
out the guide of traditional success and failures to teach her
what to follow and what to avoid was, for one so completely
illiterate, to rush into perils from, which no exertions of her
untutored genius could extricate her. The task required deep
study of the character, thorough knowledge of the history, na-
tion, habits, manners, public and private life, even of the ex-
pression of countenance and external appearance of the per-
sonage to be represented. Mademoiselle Rachel contented her-
self with adding several revivals to her repertoire during this and
the two succeeding years, and it was not until the year 1843
that she ventured to create a role, when study had better,
though even then not sufficiently, fitted her for the effort.
Mademoiselle Rachel was at this time eighteen years of
age, and her constitution, which was never strong, seemed to
be giving way altogether. She could play but twice a week,
and those who saw her at the close of each performance deem-
ed that one must be her last, so frail, sa reed-like was her fig-
ure. She was threatened with a complaint of the lungs, and
was subject to frequent fits of illness. At the recurrence of
each attack, the anxious solicitude of the public was manifest-
ed in the most flattering manner, as much interest being taken
in her health as though she had been some potentate wielding
the destinies of nations- The newspapers published daily bul-

